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Purpose:

The department is amending WAC 388-444-0035 “Who is exempt from the ABAWD time limits and minimum work
requirements?” to strike provisions pertaining to Food Assistance Program for Legal Immigrants (FAP) that are inconsistent
with state law for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP).

Citation of existing rules affected by this order:
Repealed: None
Amended: WAC 388-444-0035
Suspended: None

Statutory authority for adoption: RCW 74.04.050, RCW 74.04.055, RCW 74.04.057, RCW 74.04.510, RCW 74.08.090,
RCW 74.08A.120, 7 CFR 273.7

Other authority:

The United States Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) enforces the provisions of the federal
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) as enacted in the 2008 Food and Nutrition Act as amended and
codified in the Code of Federal Regulations. DSHS incorporates regulations from the federal agencies, exercises state
options, and implements approved waivers and demonstration projects by adoption administrative rules for food
assistance administered as the Washington Basic Food Program and the Food Assistance Program for Legal Immigrants
(FAP).
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 16-04-046, filed 1/27/16, effective
2/27/16)

WAC 388-444-0035 Who is exempt from ((the)) ABAWD time limits
and minimum work requirements? Some ((persens—receivring)) people who
receive basic food are exempt from ((ABAWD)) able-bodied adult without
dependents (ABAWD) time limits and minimum work requirements. You are
exempt from ((the)) ABAWD time limits and work requirements ((and—time
Hmits)) under WAC 388-444-0030 if you ((are)) meet any one or more of
the following:

(1) You are under age eighteen or are age fifty ((years—of-age))
or older;

(2) ((Reeeirng)) You receive temporary or permanent disability
benefits issued by a governmental or private source;

(3) You are obviously mentally or physically unfit for employment
as determined by the department((=)); however, if the unfitness is not
obvious, you must provide a statement that you are physically or men-
tally unfit for employment from a physician, physician®s assistant,
nurse, nurse practitioner, designated representative of the physi-
cian®s office, ((&)) licensed or certified psychologist, ((a)) social
worker, or any other medical personnel ((we—determine—is)) the depart-
ment determines appropriate((s i

(4) You are an adult in a basic food assistance unit that has a
family member who is under the age of eighteen;

(5) You are pregnant;

(6) ((v+ing)) You live in an area approved as exempt by U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA);

(7) You are complying with the work requirements of an employment
and training program under temporary assistance for needy TfTamilies
(TANF) ;

(8) You are applying for or ((¥eeei+ng)) currently receive un-
employment compensation;

(9) You are a student enrolled at least half time as defined by
the institution in:

(a) Any accredited school;

(b) Training program; or

(c) Institution of hlgher education((—A—student—enrolled—in
)) and you meet the requirements ((under)) of WAC

388-482-0005 ((in—order—to—be eligible for Basie Food-)) regarding ba-

sic food eligibility;

(10) You are participating in a chemical dependency treatment and
rehabilitation program;

(11) You are employed a minimum of thirty hours per week or ((¥e-
eerving)) receive weekly earnings ((whieh)) that equal the federal
minimum hourly rate multiplied by thirty hours;

(12) You are eligible for one of the [((-))]approved exemption
slots under the ((USPA)) U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) fifteen
percent exemption rule; or

(13) ((A—4qae+p+ent—~ef—4ehe—4;Eate-fuﬂ£kﬁ*—f@@%#—éﬁﬁ}rstanee—ﬂaFegram

4))) You are otherwise exempt from work requirements under WAC
388-444-0010.
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