
 

RULE-MAKING ORDER CR-103P (May 2009) 
(Implements RCW 34.05.360) 

Agency: Department of Social and Health Services, Economic Services 
Administration Permanent Rule Only 

Effective date of rule: 
 Permanent Rules 

 31 days after filing.  
 Other (specify) February 1, 2017   (If less than 31 days after filing, a specific finding under RCW 34.05.380(3) is required and should be 

stated below) 

Any other findings required by other provisions of law as precondition to adoption or effectiveness of rule? 
   Yes          No          If Yes, explain:  

Purpose:    

The department is amending WAC 388-412-0020 and WAC 388-412-0015 to extend the timeframe in which the 
department issues ongoing monthly benefits for Basic Food, the Washington Combined Application Program 
(WASHCAP), the Food Assistance Program (FAP) for legal immigrants, and Transitional food assistance.  

 

Citation of existing rules affected by this order: 
    Repealed:  None 
    Amended:       WAC 388-412-0020, WAC 388-412-0015 
    Suspended:    None 

Statutory authority for adoption: RCW 74.04.050, RCW 74.04.055, RCW 74.04.057, RCW 74.04.510, RCW 74.08.090, 
and 7 CFR 273.9.    
 

Other authority:  

PERMANENT RULE (Including Expedited Rule Making) 
Adopted under notice filed as WSR 16-10-041 on April 28, 2016  (date). 
Describe any changes other than editing from proposed to adopted version:    None. 

 

If a preliminary cost-benefit analysis was prepared under RCW 34.05.328, a final cost-benefit analysis is available by 
contacting:   

 Name:      
Address:      

phone  (   )                  
fax       (   )                  
e-mail                        
 
 
 

Date adopted: 

 July 14, 2016 

CODE REVISER USE ONLY 

 

NAME (TYPE OR PRINT) 

Katherine Vasquez 

SIGNATURE 

 

TITLE 
DSHS Rules Coordinator 

(COMPLETE REVERSE SIDE)



 

Note:    If any category is left blank, it will be calculated as zero. 
No descriptive text. 

 
Count by whole WAC sections only, from the WAC number through the history note. 

A section may be counted in more than one category.   

 
The number of sections adopted in order to comply with: 

 
Federal statute:  New        Amended        Repealed        

Federal rules or standards:  New        Amended        Repealed        

Recently enacted state statutes:  New        Amended 2  Repealed        

           

           

 
 
 
The number of sections adopted at the request of a nongovernmental entity: 
 

  New        Amended        Repealed        

 
 
 
 
 
The number of sections adopted in the agency’s own initiative: 
 

  New        Amended        Repealed        

 
 
 
 
 
The number of sections adopted in order to clarify, streamline, or reform agency procedures: 
 

  New        Amended        Repealed        

 
 
 
 
The number of sections adopted using: 
 

Negotiated rule making:  New        Amended        Repealed        

Pilot rule making:  New        Amended        Repealed        

Other alternative rule making:  New        Amended 2  Repealed        

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 15-02-041, filed 1/2/15, effective 
2/2/15)

WAC 388-412-0015  General information about your food assistance 
allotments.  (1) Your monthly allotment under the Washington basic 
food program, food assistance program for legal immigrants (FAP), 
Washington combined application project (WASHCAP), or the transitional 
food assistance (TFA) ((programs)) program is the total dollar value 
of benefits your assistance unit (AU) receives for a calendar month.

(2) How we determine monthly allotments:
(a) We calculate your monthly allotment for federally funded 

basic food as described under WAC 388-450-0162((;)).
(b) We calculate your monthly allotment for state-funded food as­

sistance as described under WAC 388-400-0050.
(3) Maximum allotment:
(a) The maximum allotment for the number of people in your AU el­

igible for federally funded basic food benefits is described under WAC 
388-478-0060.

(b) The maximum allotment for the number of people in your AU el­
igible for state-funded FAP benefits is set by the legislature in the 
biennial operating budget as described in WAC 388-400-0050.

(4) Prorated benefits in the first month(( -)). If we determine 
you are eligible for food assistance, your first month's benefits are 
calculated from the date you applied through the end of the month of 
your application. This is called proration and is based on a thirty-
day month:

(a) If your prorated benefits for the first month are under ten 
dollars, you will not receive an allotment for the first month.

(b) If there was a delay in processing your application, we de­
termine when your benefits start under WAC 388-406-0055.

(5) Combined allotment for first and second month's bene­
fits(( -)). If you apply for benefits on or after the sixteenth of the 
month((,)) and we determine you are eligible for food assistance((, we 
issue)) for both the first and second ((months)) month, we will issue 
both months' benefits in one allotment ((if you are eligible for both 
months)).

(6) Minimum allotment(( -)). Unless it is the first month of your 
certification period and your benefits are prorated as described in 
subsection (4) of this section, your monthly allotment will be at 
least:

(a) Sixteen dollars if your AU has one or two members((,)) and at 
least one person is eligible for federally funded basic food((.)); or

(b) ((Twelve))Sixteen dollars if your AU has one or two mem­
bers((,)) and all members of your AU are eligible for state-funded 
FAP.

(7) Use of food assistance benefits(( -)). Your food assistance 
benefits may only be used to buy eligible food items as described un­
der WAC 388-412-0046. If you use your benefits in any other way, it is 
an intentional program violation under WAC 388-446-0015 and could re­
sult in fines, imprisonment, disqualification from receiving food as­
sistance benefits, or any combination of these penalties.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 03-22-038, filed 10/28/03, effective 
12/1/03)

WAC 388-412-0020  When do I get my benefits?  (1) If you get your 
cash benefits on an electronic benefits card (EBT), you get your cash 
benefits deposited on the first of each month.

(2) If you get your cash benefits deposited directly to your bank 
account((,)) by electronic funds transfer (EFT)((;)), your money is 
deposited on the first working day of the month. When the first of the 
month is a federal holiday or a Sunday, the benefits are deposited the 
following day.

(3) If you get basic food, your benefits are issued by the 
((tenth))twentieth day of each month. ((The day you get your benefits 
is the same as the last number of your assistance unit (AU) number for 
Basic Food. If the last number of your AU number is zero, you get your 
benefits on the tenth))Our eligibility system automatically assigns 
the day you get your benefits when we approve your basic food. We tell 
you the date you will get your monthly benefits on your approval let­
ter.
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