
 

RULE-MAKING ORDER CR-103P (May 2009) 
(Implements RCW 34.05.360) 

Agency: Department of Social and Health Services, Economic Services 
Administration  Permanent Rule Only 
Effective date of rule: 
 Permanent Rules 

 31 days after filing.  
 Other (specify) February 1, 2016   (If less than 31 days after filing, a specific finding under RCW 34.05.380(3) is required and should be 

stated below) 

Any other findings required by other provisions of law as precondition to adoption or effectiveness of rule? 
   Yes          No          If Yes, explain:  

Purpose:    
 
The department is amending WAC 388-400-0010, “Who is eligible for state family assistance?”  to allow State Family 
Assistance (SFA) to be issued in certain situations to two-parent families that are otherwise eligible for Temporary Assistance 
for Needy Families (TANF). This change will not impact services or benefits to clients. 
 
This change will help improve the state’s work participation rate and reduce, or eliminate, the penalty imposed on the state 
for not meeting the federal participation rate set by the Administration for Children and Families (ACF).  

Citation of existing rules affected by this order: 
    Repealed: None 
    Amended: WAC 388-400-0010  
    Suspended: None 

Statutory authority for adoption: RCW 74.04.050, RCW 74.08.283, RCW 74.08.090, and RCW 74.04.057  

Other authority:  

PERMANENT RULE (Including Expedited Rule Making) 
Adopted under notice filed as WSR 15-23-073   on November 16, 2015. 
Describe any changes other than editing from proposed to adopted version:   

 

If a preliminary cost-benefit analysis was prepared under RCW 34.05.328, a final cost-benefit analysis is available by 
contacting:  N/A 

 Name:      
Address:      

phone  (   )                  
fax       (   )                  
e-mail                        
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 December 29, 2015 
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Count by whole WAC sections only, from the WAC number through the history note. 

A section may be counted in more than one category.   

 
The number of sections adopted in order to comply with: 

 
Federal statute:  New        Amended        Repealed        

Federal rules or standards:  New        Amended 1  Repealed        

Recently enacted state statutes:  New        Amended        Repealed        

           

           

 
 
 
The number of sections adopted at the request of a nongovernmental entity: 
 

  New        Amended        Repealed        

 
 
 
 
 
The number of sections adopted in the agency’s own initiative: 
 

  New        Amended        Repealed        

 
 
 
 
 
The number of sections adopted in order to clarify, streamline, or reform agency procedures: 
 

  New        Amended        Repealed        

 
 
 
 
The number of sections adopted using: 
 

Negotiated rule making:  New        Amended        Repealed        

Pilot rule making:  New        Amended        Repealed        

Other alternative rule making:  New        Amended 1  Repealed        

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 14-10-046, filed 4/30/14, effective 
6/1/14)

WAC 388-400-0010  Who is eligible for state family assistance? 
(1) To be eligible for state family assistance (SFA), aliens must meet 
Washington state residency requirements as listed in WAC 388-468-0005 
and immigrant eligibility requirements as listed in WAC 388-424-0015.

(2) You are eligible for SFA if you are not eligible for tempora­
ry assistance for needy families (TANF) for the following reasons:

(a) You are a qualified alien and have been in the United States 
for less than five years as described in WAC 388-424-0006;

(b) You are a nonqualified alien as defined in WAC 388-424-0001, 
who meets the Washington state residency requirements as listed in WAC 
388-468-0005;

(c) You are a nineteen or twenty-year-old student that meets the 
education requirements of WAC 388-404-0005;

(d) You are a caretaker relative of a nineteen or twenty-year-old 
student that meets the education requirements of WAC 388-404-0005; or

(e) You are a pregnant woman who has been convicted of misrepre­
senting their residence in order to receive benefits from two or more 
states at the same time.

(3) You and the other TANF eligible members of your assistance 
unit may receive, at the department's discretion, SFA rather than TANF 
if: 

(a) You are otherwise eligible for TANF as a parent; and
(b) Another parent in your assistance unit is eligible for TANF 

or SFA; and 
(c) One of the following conditions exists:
(i) You or the other parent in your assistance unit is pregnant; 

or
(ii) Your assistance unit includes a child under twelve months of 

age.
(4) If you apply for SFA, have not received SFA within the past 

thirty days, and will be a mandatory WorkFirst participant as descri­
bed in WAC 388-310-0200 once approved, you must complete a WorkFirst 
orientation before we approve your application.
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