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Agency: Department of Social and Health Services, Children’s Administration

Subject of possible rule making: The department is planning to amend licensing regulations contained in chapter 388-145
WAC “Licensing Requirements for Group Care Facilities and Services”, chapter 388-147 WAC “Licensing Requirements for
Child Placing Agency and Adoption Services”, and chapter 388-148 WAC “Licensing Requirements for Child Foster Homes”,
including WAC 388-145-1305, WAC 388-145-1330, WAC 388-145-1335, WAC 388-145-1400, WAC 388-145-1405, WAC
388-145-1430, WAC 388-145-1460, WAC 388-145-1560, WAC 388-145-1565, WAC 388-145-1610, WAC 388-145-1835,
WAC 388-145-1855, WAC 388-147-1305, WAC 388-147-1425, WAC 388-147-1450, WAC 388-147-1565, WAC 388-148-
1305, WAC 388-148-1365, WAC 388-148-1530, WAC 388-148-1575, WAC 388-148-1645, and other related rules as may be
required.

The intent of the planned WAC revision is to provide foster parents, child placing agencies, and group care facilities further
instructions and additional clarification regarding minimum licensing requirements. The minimum licensing requirements were
overhauled in January of 2015, but since that time the Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS), child placing
agencies, and group care staff have made additional recommendations to improve the clarity and understandability of the
WACSs. The Regional Medical Consultants, the Foster Parent 1624 Statewide Consultation Team, assistant attorneys
general, and other stakeholders have also provided feedback regarding additional changes to make the WACs clearer and
easier to understand.

The Division of Licensed Resources (DLR) is planning to amend several of the licensing WACs as a result of the feedback
received from these different internal and external stakeholders.

Statutes authorizing the agency to adopt rules on this subject: RCW 74.13.031, RCW 74.15.010, RCW 74.15.030, RCW
74.15.040, RCW 74.15.090

Reasons why rules on this subject may be needed and what they might accomplish: The planned WAC revisions are
intended to provide foster parents, child placing agencies, and group care staff additional instructions specific to infant and
child safety, as well as the practices and processes related to licensing.

Identify other federal and state agencies that regulate this subject and the process coordinating the rule with these
agencies: None

Process for developing new rule (check all that apply):

[0 Negotiated rule making

O Pilot rule making

O Agency study

X Other (describe) DSHS welcomes the public to take part in developing the rules. Anyone interested should
contact the staff person identified below. At a later date, DSHS will file a proposal with the Office of the Code Reviser with a
notice of proposed rule making. A copy of the proposal will be sent to everyone on the mailing list and to anyone who
requests a copy.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before
publication by contacting:
(If necessary)

Name: Kristina Wright, Program Manager, DLR Name:
Address: 1115 Washington Street SE, Address:

PO Box 45710

Olympia, WA 98504-5710
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Phone: 360-902-8349 Phone:

Fax: 360-902-7903 Fax:
TTY: TTY:
Email: wrighks@dshs.wa.gov Email:
Web site: Web site:
Other: Other:

Additional comments:

Date: January 9, 2018 Signature:

Name: Katherine I. Vasquez W( JU/W

Title: DSHS Rules Coordinator

Page 2 of 2



