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Summary
Stories are powerful things.  

They can inspire us, move us, teach us, motivate us, or even scare us.  We thrill at the hero’s acts of bravery, and jeer at the dastardly acts of the villains.  We hope for the fair maiden to find her Prince Charming, or yearn for dreams unfulfilled.  But at the end of the tale, when we reach “And they lived happily ever after”, what comes next?  We have to believe that greater and more wonderful adventures await us all. So this years conference was focused for everyone to discover that part of their stories; their NEXT CHAPTER.  

With an emphasis on engaging and inspiring stories, as well as solid information and skills and tools, this year’s conference was once again a resounding success!  The conference continues to maintain its level of excellence and sustain the interest level of people in the field of supported employment, with slightly over 800 participants.  In addition, a one-day preconference on the topic of Creating and Supporting Employment Opportunities presented by Teri and Paula Johnson, drew over 100 participants. 
 As the conference grows throughout the state, we also continue to make our National and International presence known, with guests and presenters from:
· Portland, Oregon




· San Diego, California
· Denver, Colorado
· Albuquerque, New Mexico
· Richmond, Virginia
· Fitzwilliam, New Hampshire
· Edmonton, Alberta, Canada
The conference once again emphasized the importance of community inclusion and visibility, with nearly 300 of the 800 attendees being individuals with disabilities, their family members and aides.  These participants received stipend registrations to attend due to the generous contributions of various counties and organizations. The remainder of the attendees was made up of direct service providers, special education instructors, other public employees, and volunteer board members. 
List of Topics and Presenters
· “If Struggling Was the Way to Get there, We’d be There by Now!” – KEYNOTE- Victoria Castle

· “No More Peeing in the Pool (creating positive energy)” – Billy Strean

· “Snohomish County’s Career Path Services Model” – Stuart Torgerson/Susan Chriest

· “Communication, You Don’t Say” – Jennifer White

· “P2020: Legislative Advocacy” – Seth Dawson

· “Precision Training” – Teri Johnson

· “Wealth Building” – Carrie Masten, Janet Catlett, Sue Snodgrass

· “Reasonable Accommodations” – Chuck Davis

· “Support for Everyone” – Matt McCue

· “Working with Technology” – Mikelle Learned and Katherine Carol

· “Working Age Adult Policy” – County Parent Coalition Members

· “Developing Independence for Individuals with Autism” – Monica Meyer

· “Washington Assistive Technology Foundation” –Andrea Dimond

· “The DDC Wants Your Input!” – Donna Patrick

· “Job Development- A Business Approach” – TMI Employment Solutions

·  “Federal Legislation” – Celane McWhorter and David Mank

· “Medicaid Waivers” – Dave Harding, Teresa East, Susan Harrell
· “Investigation: Employment Goals” – Cathy Sacco

· “New Opportunities in the Healthcare Industry” – Paula Johnson & Project SEARCH

· “Economic Self-Sufficiency” – Abby Cooper

· “It’s Not About Jobs, But About Income” – Doreen Rosismos

· “How to Work with Your Job Coach” – Kenny Miller

· “Looking Back, Looking Forward” – John Calhoun and Hank Bennett

· “Ticket to Work” – David Mank, Abby Cooper, Susan Harrell

· “I Can’t Believe I Did That! (Mental Health Issues)” – Laurie Ford

· “Post-School Outcomes for Students” – Denny Hasko

· “The Vocation of My Dreams” – Donald Stevens

· “Stories From the Working Word” – FEATURED SPEAKER – Kathi Lightstone

· “My Journey Through Autism” – Dawn Prince-Hughes

· “Person Centered Planning and Transition” – Bev and Jake Sweet, Marsha Threlkeld

· “Working & Living with a Mental Health Disability” – Bill Waters, Melodie Pazolt, Karen Hundahl
· “Finding Your Own Dream Job” – Corrina Lang, Bill Fale, Cherice Byers

· “Community Protection” – Ana Perera and Lisa Oldhan

· “Another Look : Social Security” – Melody Erickson and Cathy Sacco

· “Who’s Minding the Soul?” – CLOSING SPEAKER – Katherine Carol
Comments on “What did you find to be the Most Valuable part of the Conference?”
· The effort taken to ensure that each constituency had at least one topic made for them.

· The variety of sessions and presenters.

· Info on technical, legal, agency programs and rights

· The success of the conference lies not in the perfectly orchestrated sessions.  But the value of the event lies in spirit. The atmosphere, the messages delivered which reminds us all of what can be accomplished through sheer determination.

· Legislative info and having consumer based information or things that would directly affect their lives.

· Hands-on experiences enhance my learning and provide me tools to be a better job coach!

· WISE does an excellent job of reaching a very divers group of people who attend conference.

· Great theme for the conference!  Door prizes were a fun idea!
· Keynote speakers very inspiring 

· Personal sharing of presenters (Dawn Prince-Hughes, Kenny Miller, John Calhoun)

· Opportunities to gather – talk, share, ask questions, learn

· Meeting other people and networking. Opportunities to talk, share, ask questions, learn.
· Communication (The Jennifer White sessions)

· The broad range of participants

· So many opportunities to get together to learn and share from each other.

· The message that everyone is supposed to work for a living wage. 

· Parent prospective classes are very empowering.

· Knowing we aren’t alone in this – the “rah-rah”.

· The amount of information and provoking positive attitudes.

· The speeches by people with disabilities and learning about project search.

· Witnessing the whole spectacle of the conference and seeing so many people with disabilities involved in the conference.

· Billy Strean’s presentation was the most valuable for me.

· I enjoy listening to Kenny Miller.  We love Kenny Miller.  He is great at what he does.

· I learned how to manage a budget.

· ALL OF IT.  This was REAL.

· Kathi Lightstone gave me the “AHA” moment.  To present more in an exciting storytelling manner.  She was awesome.
· I enjoyed it when we could all join in the discussion and that people wanted our input.

· The karaoke and the dance!  What fun, uplifting and laughter.

· The 2 evening entertainment portions were great! It was needed time for us in this field to unwind, make new friends and let loose for a fun time! Wonderful!  

· Watching my son reconnect with old friends and have fun in an accepting environment.

· Being encouraged to believe for more for my son.

· Authentic people speaking from the heart.

· Being kept current on the changes in the system.

· The job development session (TMI) – Excellent.

· Autism info –very, very good.

· My son was very impressed with Donald Stevens.
Comments on “What Types of Information or Sessions should we offer at Next Year’s Conference?”
· Possibly have the sessions be 2 hours long to get deeper/more information.

· Sessions for consumers on how to get work and keep work on-going.

· There should be a table with copies of all presenters’ materials.

· How to deal with teens that have Sexual Aggression.

· Bigger classrooms please.

· More info on various types of funding available.

· Please be sure that presenters have adequate number of handouts.

· Information for supervisors of people with disabilities.

· Participants with disabilities would benefit from having a booklet at lower reading level.

· Classes need to be more hands on and exploratory for students with disabilities.

· Follow up’s on: Jake Sweet’s Coffee Cart and Project Search’s program.
· Self-Employment and Supports.

· How to finance students, grant writing.

· More on Autism; empowering people to make their own decisions.

· More personal stories.

· Alternatives to traditional methods in employment opportunity.

· I would love to see a panel of people with disabilities discussing their spirituality.

· People First language training.

· How to be an artist.

· Stories and insights from “survivors of the norm” society, and how they overcome barriers.

· More info on transition.
· More session for participants.

· Stories on living with other disabilities like Prader Willi, Bipolar, Soto syndrome, Fetal Alcohol syndrome, schizophrenia, downs syndrome, etc.

· More classes on mental health.

· A session given by the Care Givers Union.

· Negotiating for improved sessions with vendors.

· How to attract, retain, and train good staff and job developers.

· Better titles on seminars.  Some were misleading or inaccurate.

· More topics on diversity and honoring cultures.

· Home buying.

· More of the same.
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