By 2030, just 16 years from now, the over 65 population will have doubled from what it was a year ago  --  to more than 70 million; the Baby Boomer “silver tsunami” has already started to roll in - which is why a respected advisory group that has statewide perspective and speaks as one voice is so important.
The Washington State Council on Aging (WASCOA) is that advisory group.  Made up of members who are 55+ years of age and who are experienced in aging issues, they represent the entire state geographically but work on important aging issues as a unified council. The council is made up of Governor Inslee appointees and appointees from Area Agency or Aging Advisory Councils, or by cities and counties around the state. The council has four committees to address issues and solutions with a 360 degree perspective:  Public Awareness & Education, Research & Collaboration, Legislative, and Executive Committees.
The mission of WASCOA is to educate and advocate on social, health, and economic services of older adults for current and future generations with the vision that all older adults will be able to remain in their home or a community based setting for as long as possible and continue to be engaged with and contribute to their communities (unleashing their inherent productivity and wisdom), and that those who have the most need will have access to services that provide choice, independence, and dignity. 

Amongst the population shift challenges faced by this council are transportation & age-friendly communities, health care & healthy aging, long term services and support, and income/financial security, to name a few.  WASCOA has statutory powers and duties to serve in an advisory capacity to the Governor, the Secretary of DSHS, and the State Unit on Aging on all matters pertaining to polices, programs and services affecting the quality of life of older persons; to create awareness of the special needs and potentialities of older persons; and to provide for self-advocacy of older citizens of the state through sponsorship of training, legislative and other conferences, workshops and other methods as deemed appropriate.
The members of the Council seek input from Washington citizens throughout the state to help them understand problems and solutions that need exploring. Council meetings are a public event open to everyone.  WASCOA members are prepared to speak locally to groups about our mission and vision along with current priorities. For further information and contact, visit our website at:  

https://www.dshs.wa.gov/altsa/home-and-community-services/washington-state-council-aging-scoa
