Significant Rule Analysis
WAC Chapter or Sections: Chapter 388-78A WAC Assisted Living Facility Licensing Rules
Title or Subject: Physical Plant Rules
Note:  Complete this form only if you have prepared a Cost-Benefit Analysis (CBA) for your proposed rules. You also must complete a Rule Implementation Plan form. Submit the CBA, Significant Rule Analysis and Rule Implementation Plan to RPAU with your CR-102 proposed rule-making packet. See the instructions for completing this form, or visit the RPAU online Rules Manual at: http://asd.dshs.wa.gov/rpau/rpau-manual/index.htm.  
1.
What statute’s goals and objectives are you implementing with your proposed rule? List the statute(s) and goals.

RCW 18.20.010 Purpose.

The purpose of this chapter is to provide for the development, establishment, and enforcement of standards for the maintenance and operation of assisted living facilities, which, in the light of advancing knowledge, will promote safe and adequate care of the individuals therein.
2.
Why is the rule needed to achieve the statute’s goals?

These rules needed updating to meet the national building code standards for licensed healthcare facilities of this type. With a moratorium on rule development, DSHS has not been able to keep the rules up to date in concert with the changes in building codes, energy efficiency standards, and the structural enhancements associated with this facility type across the nation. The regulatory amendments encompass the technological advances in building design, and the healthcare industry. This has a positive impact on the developers, architects, facility owners, and residents in new and currently licensed facilities to meet licensing requirements and building code requirements with updated safety standards.
3.
Are there any alternatives other than adopting a rule?


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes.

Explain: The regulations are the only means by which to memorialize requirements specific to assisted living facilities.
4.
What are the consequences of not adopting the rule?
If the rules are not updated, costs will continually be negatively impacted by requiring systems for physical plant requirements in assisted living facilities to meet licensing requirements versus the current building code and energy efficiency standards now in place. Facility developers, architects, and owners would have to continue to delay building projects to make formal requests for exemptions to rules for the unmet licensing requirements. Placement of residents on waiting lists in facilities under construction will be delayed in their ability to reside in their new homes, and enhanced electronic systems will not be permitted to be used for the protection and safety of residents.
5.
Is adopting the rule the least burdensome alternative to meet the statute’s objectives?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

6.
Does the rule require a person to take an action that violates state or federal law?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

7.
Does the rule impose more stringent performance requirements on private entities than on public entities?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
8.
Does the rule differ from the objectives of federal rules or statute relating to the same subject matter?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not applicable



9.
Do other federal, state or local agencies regulate the same subject matter as your proposed rules?


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
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